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Los Cocos and your Okeechobee Community 
wish you all the very best

Patricia Dunn
Jose Monrroy
Caleb Burton

Ceilani Burton
Abby Holcomb
Derek Rucks

Juan Baitazar

KNOWLEDG
E

IS
POWER!

     Okeechobee Christian Academy     Okeechobee Christian Academy
To the Okeechobee Christian Academy Graduating Class of 2022,

Robert Arnold David Bayless Mason Diefenbach Summer Jolly James Orcino

Andrew King
Valedictorian

Johnathan DeSarro
Salutatorian

It has been a great privilege to have been given the opportunity by God’s grace to 
invest in each of you intellectually and spiritually. We are thankful for each of you, 
and we love you all very much. You are all carefully crafted in His image.  As we 
watch you prepare for the next chapter of your lives, whether it be college, work, or 
anything else you choose to endeavor, we want you to know, as a staff, we are praying 
for you and over you. 

Father, 
 We are thankful for the opportunity that you have given us to invest in these 
young men and women. They have truly been a blessing to us. We humbly ask 
now, on their behalf, that they would trust you with all their heart, let your Word 
and wisdom guide their understanding of the world, submit their choices to you, 
follow your path, and walk humbly before you. May you lead them, guide them, 
and protect them. May they boldly love you and live for you all of their days. We 
pray for your grace and gospel to grip their hearts. We ask that they live lives 
that look to seek your face, rest close to your presence, and trust your goodness. 
Finally, we ask that they comprehend fully the abundance of what has been 
poured for them by You. Let that remembrance of grace guide every step they 
take and shape every decision they make.

In Your Precious Name, Amen
Love, Your Secondary Teachers

Kinsey Reynolds Derek Rucks

Tyler Vest
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Congrats to the Class of 2022
Keep Reaching for the Stars!

Lynndsy JohnsonCherylynn Bohannan Will Rivero

Okeechobee Homeschool Graduates
Local homeschool families celebrate senior graduations

Hailey Callaway Ally Nickalson Giovanna Pasquarella Daniel Phillips Morgan Tucker

SPECIAL TO LAKE OKEECHOBEE NEWS

Several Okeechobee 
homeschool students have 
completed their high school 
journey this year. These amazing 
young people have achieved not 
only academic success, but they 
have also excelled in sports, fine 
arts, work and faith. They all have 
exciting plans for the future as 
well.  

Hailey Callaway,(not pictured) 
daughter of Savannah Callaway, 
has been homeschooled since 
2016, her 6th grade year. Hailey 
has been dual enrolled this 
academic year through IRSC, 
working towards her ultimate 
goal, a degree in Marine Sciences. 

Hailey was involved in 4-H, 
showing silkie chickens and 
miniature horses. Hailey loves 
to paint and attended Visionary 
School of Arts in Stuart. In 
addition to the previous hobbies, 
Hailey loves to sew, crochet and 
visit Disney World.

Ally Paige Nickalson, daughter 
of Doug and Rachel Nickalson, 
has been homeschooled for 12 
years. She was a ballerina for over 
six years with The Okeechobee 
Ballet. Ally also enjoys piano, 
reading, shooting bow, crocheting 
& gardening. Currently, she 
works as a babysitter and office 
assistant. Ally plans to continue 
learning office management in 

her current job with a local small 
business.

Giovanna “Gia” Pasquarella, 
daughter of Tommaso and 
Stacy Pasquarella, has been 
homeschooled since the 6th grade. 
She has a passion to protect the 
unborn. However, Gia passed up 
an internship opportunity for 
the pro-life movement to fulfil 
her life-long dream to serve with 
Snowbird Wilderness Outfitters 
in North Carolina. There, she 
will live in community with other 
Christians, pointing campers to 
Jesus. That dream has become a 
reality as she prepares to leave in 
the next few weeks. Gia hopes to 
continue as an intern at the SWO 

Institute in the fall. 
Daniel Lee Phillips, son of 

Eric and Mandy Phillips, has 
been homeschooled since 
kindergarten. The oldest child 
in an athletic family, Daniel 
has played basketball for four 
years, track for three years and 
cross country for two years 
with Okeechobee High School. 
He has also held jobs in lawn 
care, bread delivery, handyman 
services and at Teez2Pleez. Daniel 
hopes for an opportunity to play 
collegiate basketball and become 
a basketball coach.

Morgan Tucker, daughter 
of Jason and Kimmy Tucker, 
has been a student-athlete 

throughout her school years. 
While homeschooling, she lettered 
in three sports at Okeechobee 
High School: basketball for four 
years, volleyball for three years 
and cross country for one year. 
Morgan’s love of sports and health 
and fitness are guiding her future. 
She will be attending Chowan 
University in North Carolina 
on a volleyball scholarship and 
majoring in exercise science. A 
member of Everglades Baptist 
Church and active with their 
youth, her faith is a driving force 
in her life.



4 Lake Okeechobee News • 2022 Graduation Keepsake May 25, 2022

Okeechobee High School

SUMMA CUM LAUDE GRADUATES

2022 OHS graduating class is anything but normal
SPECIAL TO LAKE OKEECHOBEE NEWS

One would think a description 
like “normal” used to describe 
a graduating high class would 
sound like boring.

But for the 102nd graduating 
class of Okeechobee High School, 
the word “normal” feels like a 
relief. 

After the previous two classes 
had their senior year heavily 
impacted by the COVID-19 
pandemic, the Class of 2022 had 
to wonder what lay in store for 
them as they headed into their 
fi nal year of high school.

But, thankfully, the disruptions 
from the last two years were 
few and far between. While in 
2021 administrators and school 
staff were able to put together a 
homecoming bonfi re experience 
for seniors late in the school 

year as restrictions loosened up, 
this year the scramble wasn’t 
necessary. Because for the most 
part, things were back to their 
normal schedule. 

Homecoming, the traditional 
bonfi re, prom, and more were all 
back. Things felt just a little more 
normal. 

Some of the new traditions 
from the pandemic did carry over, 
however. In 2020, Heidi Dove-
Handford helped organize an 
Adopt a Senior program, where 
members of the Okeechobee 
community could “adopt” one of 
the seniors from that year’s class. 
The idea was to acknowledge 
some of the students that went 
through a tough fi nal year at OHS 
and gift them with something 
nice whether that would be a gift 
basket, college gear, dorm room 

essentials, or gift card. 
That program carried over 

to 2021 seniors the following 
year. And now, the Okeechobee 
community has kept the ball 
rolling into 2022, adopting 
seniors from this year’s class and 
showering them with gifts and 
support.

While this year at OHS 
may have felt more normal, 
the accomplishments by the 
Brahmans this year were 
anything but.

The Brahmans represented 
Okeechobee well at competitions 
across the state and nation. The 
OHS Brahman Band fi nished 
in fi fth at the Florida Marching 
Band Championships with a score 
of 80.8 for their season. That 
score is the highest the Brahman 
Band has ever achieved. Longtime 

OHS Band director Clint LaFlam 
credited the performance to the 
desire students had to be back on 
the fi eld after missing last year.

The OHS Jazz Band followed 
that up later in the school year 
with straight superior ratings for 
the fi rst time ever. 

OHS in 2022 earned district 
championships galore. The girls 
tennis team, boys baseball team, 
and girls basketball team all 
secured back-to-back district 
championships this year. OHS 
girls wrestling crowned two 
district champs in their fi rst 
inaugural season.

Speaking of inaugural seasons, 
OHS fi elded a girls lacrosse team 
this year for the fi rst time ever. 
Seniors on the team have helped 
set a foundation for the program 
to build off of for years to come.

The OHS Ag Mechanics team 
was named state champions 
towards the end of the school 
year. And the Okeechobee FFA 
continued their dominance in 
state and national competitions.

The Class of 2022 found out 
they will be one of the fi nal few 
classes of seniors to graduate 
from the old Okeechobee High 
School. After years of attempts, 
funding was fi nally approved by 
the state to construct a new high 
school in Okeechobee. If planning 
and construction goes well, the 
new building could be up by the 
2024-25 school year.

The 102nd graduating class of 
OHS has helped make this year 
one for the history books. Now, 
it’s up to the Class of 2023 step up 
and carry the torch.

Seniors from the Class 
of 2022 visit Central 
Elementary as part of 
their Grad Walk. 

[Courtesy photo OHS/
Lake Okeechobee News]

A render of the new Okeechobee 
High School scheduled to replace the 
current school by the 2024-25 school 
year.

The Class of 2022 will be one of the 
fi nal graduating classes from the 
existing high school 

[Photo by Richard Marion/Lake Okeechobee News]

Abagail Holcomb Samuel Melear Anna Velten Joy Whipple
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Celebrating Our
Local Graduates
and All of Their 
Accomplishments!

(863) 467-0600

OVER 46 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Lawrence 
Insurance Agency

“PRICES YOU CAN AFFORD... SERVICES YOU CAN TRUST”

We Specialize In:
• Farm & Ranch
• Workers’ Comp
• Commercial Liability & Property
• Contractors Insurance & Bonds
 (Over 30 Years Contracting Experience)

2020 S. Parrott Avenue 
Across from Walmart

awrenceinsuranceagency.com

MAGNA CUM LAUDE GRADUATES

Seyram Akahoho Kaitlyn Brewer Zane Hicks Summer McGlamory

Lauren Raulerson Callie Rucks April Rose Salva

YOUR SMILE
SAYS IT ALL
We’ve been creating 
beautiful smiles in 
Okeechobee for over
35 years. Isn’t it time 
to see what we can do
for you?

2025 Hwy 441 North 
863.467.2332

Making a difference one smile at a time
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Transmission Flushes & Differential changes available

Family owned and operated since 1987
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8:00 - 5:30

Saturday 8:00 - 12 noon
708 N. Parrott Avenue 863-467-5599

Most Major Brands Of Oil Available. Diesel air & Fuel Filters. Motor Vehicle repair #MV2106

Quik-Change
Oil & Lube Service Center

DRIVE IN • NO APPOINTMENT NEEDED
We Service Motor Homes

Wishing you a wonderful graduation day and all the success in the 
world! You all certainly deserve it. Congratulations on your important 

accomplishment!

863.763.2104 • Se Habla Español

O�  ce: 863.467.4733
Fax: 863.467.0739

CUM LAUDE GRADUATES

Stephanie Alvarado Breannah Garcia Kiersten Kennedy Rylann Maxwell

Lacey Nail Elizabeth Smith Sofi a Zapata

Congratulations to all 
graduates!

313 NW 4th Ave
Okeechobee

863.763.3134
southcentral
fl oridalife.com
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The 2021-2022 OHS Brahman 
baseball team shows off their 
district championship trophy

[Photo by Richard Marion/Lake Okeechobee News]

The OHS Brahman Jazz Band 
celebrates receiving straight superior 
ratings — a fi rst for the program! 

[Courtesy Photo OHS Brahman Band/Lake Okeechobee News]

OHS CLASS OF 2022 ACHIEVEMENTS
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C�n�ra��la�i�n� t� 
��� Clas� �  20�2!

208 SW 5th Avenue
Okeechobee, FL 34974

(863) 763-6742
www.emorywalker.com

Watch for upcoming specials!

208 SW 5th Avenue
Okeechobee, FL 34974

(863) 763-6742
www.emorywalker.com

Watch for upcoming specials!

208 SW 5th Avenue • Okeechobee, FL 34974

- SERVING THE -
Community for over 50 years

OHS CLASS OF 2022 ACHIEVEMENTS

Members of the OHS girls tennis 
team show off their second 
consecutive district champion 
trophy

[Courtesy Photo Celine Treamer/Lake Okeechobee News]

Three cheers for the 
inaugural OHS girls 
lacrosse team! 

[Photo by Richard Marion/

Lake Okeechobee News]

Lasha Boree, Lic. RE Broker
Certifi ed International Property Specialist

101 SW 3rd Avenue | Okeechobee, FL 34974
Offi ce: 863-484-8588

Congratulations to Rhiannon Dryer

and all of the 2022 Graduates

Trust in the LORD with all your heart; and lean not on 
your own understanding.

In all your ways acknowledge Him and He shall direct 
your paths

Proverbs 3:5 & 6

Lasha Boree, Lic. RE Broker
Certifi ed International Property Specialist



May 25, 2022 Lake Okeechobee News • 2022 Graduation Keepsake 9

Congratulations
Area Graduates

Class of 2022

Never underestimate
 the Power of your 

Voice, Actions &
 Ability to keep Learning

“Set Goals, Achieve Goals 
& Repeat”

with locations in Alva, Immokalee (6), 
Labelle (3), Lehigh Acres, Okeechobee 
with locations in Alva, Immokalee (6), with locations in Alva, Immokalee (6), 

863.763.5586 • 800.430.0117 • syfrettfeed.com

open M-F 7:30am–5:30pm, Sat 8am-2pm
3079 8th St., Okeechobee

PROVIDING QUALITY FEED
BEEF • DAIRY • POULTRY 

SWINE • GAME

Visit Our On Site Store
If you didn't order custom feed or want a smaller 
bag of feed, our onsite Feeder carries a variety of 

general feed to choose from. With Syfrett Feed
Company, Inc, you are guaranteed to feed your 

livestock 100% freshly made feed 
from our mill. Call us today for more information.

Inquire about Custom Feeds
Delivered FRESH from the mill • Available bulk or bagged at ™

Open M-F 7:30am - 5:30pm, Sat 8am-2pm
3079 8th St., Okeechobee

863.763.5586 • 800.430.0117 • syfrettfeed.com

OHS CLASS OF 2022 ACHIEVEMENTS

OHS Class of 2022 Class Officers:
Joy Whipple
Jacqueline Jaimes
Kiersten Kennedy
Abagail Holcomb
Rhiannon Dyer.

[Courtesy Photo Mia Benitez/Lake Okeechobee News]

OHS Class of 2022 Homecoming 
King and Queen:

Clinton “Trey” Williams
Elle Thomas

[Courtesy Photo Emma Raulerson/

Lake Okeechobee News]
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A lifetime of Healthy Smiles 
begins in Childhood!

  2029 HWY 441 N OKEECHOBEE, FL 34972   
  5606 US 27 N SEBRING, FL 33870

(863) 357-7338

May you always remember 
the importance of hard work, 
integrity and kindness in your 
future roles and endeavors. 
Congratulations, best wishes 
and thanks for giving us so 
much to celebrate!

Celebrating the
Bright Future
Ahead of You

Today’s graduates are 
tomorrow’s leaders, and 

we’re fi lled with hope and 
pride as the Class of 2022 
celebrates this milestone 
achievement and takes 

the next step.

Dr. Melissa 
Kindell

Dr. Frank
Maye

MISTER AND MISS OHS

Alisa Wingfield

Braelon Pelt

Class of 2022
Class Flower:

Sunflower
Class Song:

‘The Nights’ by Avicii
Class Quote:
“We will never 

be those kids 
again.”

- Frank Ocean
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Congratulations to the 

www.AG98TrailerSales.com
455 US-98 | Okeechobee, FL 34972

AG 98 Trailer Sales
Sales
863.763.3033

Fax
863.763.3035

Parts and 
Service

863.763.3555
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Latt Durrance

Haley Wester

Elizabeth Smith

Madelynn Williams

Selena Rivera

Hadley Smith

Including our own : 
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